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A Study on the Use of Children’s Cultural Properties
in the Training of Childcare Workers and Teachers (1)
— The Role of Puppetry for Students’ Development of Expression and Collaboration —
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Abstract

This paper discusses the role of puppetry to foster expressive and cooperative skills and
examines the characteristics and educational significance of puppetry in the training of childcare
workers and teachers. Also, this study provides an overview of several puppet shows by a
children’s culture club (a student theater group) affiliated with the education-related faculty which
trains childcare workers and teachers in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions. The study was based
on three points: (1) expressions unique to puppetry, (2) the diversity of puppetry, and (3) the
comprehensiveness of puppetry. As a result, the following suggestions were obtained: the reduction
of psychological burden by expression through puppets, the broad base that can incorporate various
methods of expression, and the aspect of comprehensive art that consists of various elements and
roles, which enhance students’ creativity and expression and are a cultural asset that encourages
collaboration and cooperation. A future study is to verify its usefulness based on the university
students’ opinions and ideas working on the creation and performance of the puppet show. In

addition, further research will be conducted on children’s cultural assets except for puppetry.
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